Lazarus {John 11l:1-433

Cn the eastern slope of Olivet sbout two miles out of Jeruealem lies
the Little village of Bl-Lamavieh, formerly called Bethany, which mwsi e
ever be desr to the Christisn heert. For there amidst the p%ERW§§%@%

stood the house of Mary, Martha, and thely brothey Lazawrus, v&xg deaw
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and beloved fviends of "esus. When Jesus had been going sbout delng good
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erusaler avd nearby vicinizies, he often stopped here to refrvesh him~
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self and te vest, “Their g@@de was to bim like éﬁ casiz in the w§§§@§$@§@5
where ba might find shade and relief, kinduness without any é%i@yb and
affecuion without any drawback.” 1€ zeems that such a home would have
been free from any affl detion, ggé that the providence of &od would have
blessed it with jov and pesce unceasingly. But the ways of God ave higher
than the ways of men, and one day when Jesus was in Perea on the Hastemrn
glde of éh@ Jordan, there gam a wessage from the glsters saying that the
beloved Lazavus was slek. Jesug did pot hasten te the willage at onee
and heal L&z&xﬁaq"ﬁa could have dupe that or he could have wrought his
recovery from a distamece, but the &@ﬁ@ bad something far move remerkable
in wind. So he limgered for two days in Persa and then suggested &@ the
disciples that they return to Judea, But the disciples ahj&a&@ﬁ@ koowing
that the Jews ware szehing to kill bim. The lovd told them thei W@EE
friend lazarue Lz fallen ssleep; bult I go that I moy ewaks him out of
sleep.” The disciples, in thely weskness soticed only the former part of
Jegus statement sud concluded that it was & good symptom aend that Lazarus
would recover. Jesus then tells them plainly, “Leozerus is dead, Amnd I

m glad for vour sahes that I wea not thers, tu the iatent that ye may

heliewe; nevertheless let us go to him.” Then Thomas, weak in faith but
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strong in love, said to the others, "let us also go, that we may die with
him.” When Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus had been in the tomb for four
days, but many Jewish mournaws were gatheved at the house af Mary and Martha.
Martha wég the first ﬁé weet Jesus., “lord, Lf thow ﬁaég& been heve, wmy
brother had not died.” And then a faint glow of hope manifests itself

in Mertha’s words, “And even novw I kuow thaﬁﬁvwh&ts@avef thou shalt ask

of God, @aﬁ.w@ii'giV@gﬁa thee.” But Jesus® sunswer is ?Gé;gﬁﬁéﬁﬁi to engourage
her im her grief. “Thy &f@@h&z shall rige again.” Martha isvﬁsaher'éaazi@d
by thisz g&a&&w&amg and we see the perplexed expression on her face as she
ﬁﬁ?&g "I know that he shall rise esgain in the rvesurrvection at the last
day.” She did not realize how near the resurrection actually was, for she
was in his presemce at that moment. "I em the resurvection and the iife:

ke that %@iiavat& on me, though he die, yet shall he live; and whosocever
liveth and believeth on me shall wever die. Believest thou this?"

Martha does not understand these words, but she does mof reject them

After her profession of failth im Christ as the som of God, she calls hes
sister Mary, who iz smitten with grief, When Jesus saw the soxzow and
misery of his fellow-mem, he wept and walked to the grave-side with thes
Beramning in ﬁi@@@iﬁ@”. 4 large stone lay at the mouth of the tomb, and
Jesus commanded iﬁ to be removed, Thinking, perhaps, that Jesus desized

to look on the face of his dead friend once more, Martha suggested

that the body had alveady begun to decay, and that it might be best not

to disturb i, But Jesus imsisted that the stone be removed. Then he
1ifzed his eyes é@ hosven axd communed for a moment whth his God in

audible &@m@a; thanking Him that his prayer had been granted. Then ke
cried out with a loud voiee, "Lazarus, come forth.” Out isto the light of

day stumbled Lazarue, bound hand and foot with greveclothes, his face



covered with 2 napkin. The commend of Jesus broke into the astounded
minds of the witnesgses, "Locse him, and let him go."™ So far as I know,
BO @&@ darved te deny the performance of this miracle. If there had
been any grownds for denying 4t, surely the wily Pharisege would have
found it, bub gven they confess, "this mso dosth m&&? algns. ﬁf_w& it
him thus alome, all men will believe om him." So¢ they sought the mora
sagnestly to kill Jesus. And what of Lazarus? What message did he -
bring from the land bhevond! Home whetever. There le a legend to the
affect that the first question asked by lazarve after his revival wasz
whether he would be regquired to die again, asnd that on belpg answerved in the
affireastive, he never smiled again., This is oaly 2 legend. In the short
story, "Lazarus,” a great Bussian writer gives a ghastly, imaginative history
of the rvest of lLazarus® earthly life sud death, but there is no evidence
for any such conjectures. IC is veasonable Lo comclude that Lazarus was
vestored to bhls old mewmer of Eif@ and died again in dus season, perhaps
having his mewmory of “the un-discovered countzy fyom out whose bourne no
craveler returns’ completely sealed, As Teunmyson hae sald,
Where wert thou, brother, these four days?
There lives no record of reply
Which telling what 1% iz to die,
Bad surelv added pralss to pralse.
¥From every house the nelghbors met;
The streets were filled with joyful sounds:
4 solewn gladnese oven erowned ‘
The purple brow of Oliwet,
Behold a mas raised up by Christ,
The best remalneth unrevealed;
He told it mot, or something seésled
The lips of that evengelist,
Here the humanity of Jesus is revealed im all its splendor, aund his divinity

as well. His friendship with Lazarus and the sisters wae human fellowship,

but his address to the Father wss divine compunion, A4s man, he could waep as

they led him to the tomb. As God he could eall the dead from the sepulchra,

Y am the resurrection and the Life.”



